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For such succor as might avail
Them, when, behold, coming full sail,                                  2,850
A splendid fleet of vessels manned
With people coming to the land!
Jacques d'Avesnes there was, of Flander.34
I do not think that Alexander
Or Hector or Achilles were
Men of more noble character.
'Twas Jacques who sold, or gave as gage,
Or pledged, his goodly heritage
And, selling all his property,
Most wisely and most loyally,                                              2,860
Heart, soul, and body did bequeath
To the King Who rose to life from death.
And fourteen thousand with him came,
Men fully armed and known to fame.
These vessels were the Danish fleet: 35
There many a castellan ye might meet
From Cornwall, and la Marche as well,36
So those who know the story tell.
Excellent steeds of war had they,
Sturdy and swift, both brown and bay.                                  2,870
When they were close to land, ye had
Seen the Turks growing well-nigh mad
With rage; along the shore they dashed,
Some even in the water splashed.
And mad were those within the town,
34 Jacques d'Avesnes, a Flemish baron, was one of the spectacular heroes of the
crusade. He came with a large following to Acre early in the siege in 1189 and at once
assumed a position among the most important leaders. His death is loudly lamented by
Ambroise further on. He had previously gained celebrity through a revolt against
his lord, the count of Flanders. (Meyer's note, Guillaume le Marecftal, III, 40.)
35 Ten or twelve thousand Danes set out from Denmark in May, 1188, sailing to
Palestine via Lisbon and Messina. At Messina they met Jacques d'Avesnes and his
Flemings with whom they joined company. Under the command of Avesnes they
arrived at Acre just in time to take part in the battle in September. The Eracles (p.
127) says that there were fifty or more ships in all. The Itinerarium (p. 74.) says
that the Danes were led by the nephew of the Danish king. (Riant, Expeditions des
Scandtnaves, pp. 277-83.)
36 The Eracles (p. 128) refers to Frisians, Germans, and Bretons.